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Statement of Jim Prall 

 

I have pled guilty to disturbing the peace.  I seem to always be disturbing the peace and advocating 

slowing commerce and consumerism during these more mature years of my life.  I drive slower than 

the speed limit often.  We are frugal about electricity.  We heat our little well-insulated home with 

prunings from nearby fruit trees in a highly efficient, clean burning masonry stove.  We bicycle and 

walk.  It’s ten minutes to the bus.  We buy local. 

 

By disturbing the peace and protesting the movement of the megaload traffic, I have tried to slow 

down, if only for one minute, our society’s rush to squeeze the last of the oil out of a previously 

pristine place.  The tactic to despoil routes across the last largest wilderness areas of our empty 

northern Rockies and plains, on the way to destroy arctic tundra and prairie, is obscene.  We must slow 

this down, even if only for one minute, not just for our sake but for the children and the planet itself. 

 

Equally obscene is our society’s ignorance of the global climate change caused by our use of – and 

love of – petroleum.  I am tired of being a “motor head.”  I hate using the car, chain saw, all of it.  My 

complacency and lack of commitment disgusts me.  I needed to disturb my own peace.  By disturbing 

the peace of the megaload traffic, I have tried to slow down, if only for one minute, this planetary slide 

to massive, human caused destruction.  I don’t see the petroleum companies charged with disturbing 

the peace. 

 

Those are the reasons that I chose to disturb the peace.  I’d rather go to jail than to pay the fine, but 

there are 125 little trees that I have to plant in the next 24 hours before the warm weather, so there is 

my priority. 

 

Thank you for listening. 

 

 

Statement of Cass Davis 

 

In regards to the Exxon/Imperial megaloads and in connection to my arrest that Sunday night, March 7, 

2012, I do believe my actions were morally justified and in society’s best interest.  Due to situations 

surrounding climate change, and considering the powerful stranglehold that giant corporations have on 

all three branches of our government and our overwhelming collective addiction to carbon emitting 

fuels, I believe my actions were necessitated.  However, I acknowledge that I did sign a plea agreement 

and understand that I am here before you, the Magistrate, to accept my sentence for a reduced charge 

of “disturbing the peace.”  I appreciate the Magistrate’s willingness to allow me to present this brief 

statement of reason. 

 

Whose peace did I disturb?  An addicted citizenry lost in denial, unwilling to step up to the plate and 

admit the harm their addiction poses?  The world’s most profitable corporation whose profits exceed 

that of the budgets of most countries?  The governor of this state who waits at the revolving door for 

his fair share of those profits?  The City of Moscow whose police force has been hired out to serve as 

corporate goons?  The Idaho state police who build their overtime wages guiding the corporate rulers 

through our state?  Or the Department of Homeland Security and the FBI who protect the rights of 



commerce by shredding the U.S. Constitution?  If so, I am proud to say “I did it.”  I disturbed the 

peace.  There should be no peace.  Not when so much is at stake! 

 

It is an addiction.  The Alberta tar sands have been labeled “the end game” by top NASA climatologist 

James Hansen.  It is the largest industrial project on this planet, in the history of this planet.  Its 

destructive power rivals that of nuclear holocaust.  Large oil corporations and their crony governments 

spend much time and money controlling the propaganda, so that few understand the deadly facts of 

climate change.  Climate change is based on sound science, it is as real as evolution or the fact that the 

Earth isn’t flat, yet the majority is led to believe that it is little more than a theory.  It is social 

engineering at its finest when people willingly trade their children’s lives for a toxic hole in the ground 

and a quick trip to the gas station.  Only our collective addiction can explain this amount of control and 

denial. 

 

The few and powerful who control the debate have quite successfully indoctrinated most of us into 

believing that the state of our human economy is more important and takes precedent over 

environmental concerns.  This is wrong!  Contrary to common belief, we humans do not need money 

for survival.  We, like most animals, require only breathable air, drinkable water, eatable food, and 

tolerable weather conditions.  Being willing to trade life’s necessities for a career in a consumer driven, 

extractive economy hell-bent on plunder is by all means insane!  Yet that is what most of us do and 

teach our children to do.  The survival of our species depends on debunking this myth that the needs of 

commerce supersede the facts of our physical environment. 

 

I am a non-violent, political activist.  I believe that violence begets violence and that war is the second 

most destructive force on this Earth, rivaled only by unbridled greed.  I have made it my life’s goal to 

enjoy the challenge of being born in this time and place.  I know we face the greatest challenge of 

history right now.  I accept this challenge and refuse the notion of “hooray for today; the hell with 

tomorrow.”  Circumstances surrounding climate change and the predictable repercussions to our 

planet’s ecosystem threaten the future of our species.  I have no choice but to struggle.  That is what 

biological life does best.  It is hardwired into our DNA to struggle despite all odds.  Life on this Earth 

is being seriously altered in a very bad way, by a handful of greedy, powerful people who control 

governments and citizenry with money and Orwellian media spin.  Knowing the facts, I have no choice 

but to “disturb the peace,” because, in this case, peace is to doom our species. 

 

I stand before the Magistrate today to be sentenced for my acts of non-violent civil disobedience.  I 

only regret my actions are not capable of doing more.  I hope the judge understands my actions as 

rational and sane, considering the circumstances.  I take this opportunity to express my hope that all 

the people of this planet stand up to struggle for the survival of our species and commit mass acts of 

non-violent civil disobedience to “disrupt the peace” and fight against the plunder.  For the sake of the 

future of our existence, I wish the workers, bureaucrats, teachers, politicians, police officers, and the 

Magistrates of our world would join disruptive actions.  We all need to be willing to make great 

sacrifices.  To do nothing and to accept business as usual is just insane.  Please join in and disrupt the 

peace; life depends upon it. 

 

In closing, I would like to take this chance to dispel a couple of institutional lies.  Corporations are not 

people, environmentalists are not terrorists, and, respectfully, law is not justice! 

 

Thank you for hearing me today.  Yours truly, 

 

Cass Davis 


